
Witty Woodchucks December ‘09, January ’10 Newsletter! 
 
Welcome back (I know it’s a little late to say that) Parents and children alike 
and a very Happy New Year to you all! 
 
As the months of December and January are a bit short on their own, we are 
combining the newsletter for those two winter months. 
 
First things first I would like to send a heartfelt welcome out to our new 
Woodchuck Jazmin. Jazmin is a Hungarian girl who has lived in Genf, 
Switzerland for the last little while, but now she is back in Hungary and is 
very busy making new friends and cracking jokes with the other Witty ones. 
Her English is excellent and she is very energetic and clever. Please take a 
moment to say hello next time you are in the class to her and her family. 

 
 
Most of you were at our Christmas party in December which was very 
successful. Andrea led the children in several songs like a true soldier as her 
middle right finger (the one she strums her guitar with) was bound in a cast. 
The children really enjoyed themselves and I hope you all did as well.  
 
Once we returned from the long holiday break we told each other stories 
about everything that happened. Several of the children went away on 
holiday- Armin  even fulfilled his year-long wish to take his Dad to Egypt! 



He took lots of pictures and has impressed us all with his photography. He 
took a wonderful picture of a mosque all by himself with his own camera. 
Inhyeok came back from Korea, Joe is now back from his long stay in his 
native South Africa. We sure missed him as he has been away since 
November (it’s okay though I think he was having a pretty good time there). 
A lot of us stayed here in Hungary to spend time with our friends and 
family. 
 
Since returning to school in the new year we have already been graced with 
two beautiful birthday cakes- one for Mr. Inhyeok  (now 6, or 7 years old in 
Korean time), and the very next day for Mr. Miki  (also 6). Happy Birthdays 
guys! 

           
 
Also after returning we jumped right into the VIKs, we started with Miyu  
who brought in beautiful clothes and pictures and gave us all a lot of laughs 
with her Tom and Jerry DVD. Very funny. Right now we are in the middle 
of Armin ’s VIK. So far Armin  has been pleased to show off his extensive 
knowledge of Egypt and Superheroes too! 
 
Tuesday morning of this week we were at the Budapest Transportation 
Museum as well as part of our focus on transportation weeks continue. We 
had a super time playing around on the old trains and machine parts in the 
park of the museum first. Afterwards we went in and looked at the huge 
model trains and the old railway cars and trams and even a pod that brings 
people back to earth from space. A lot of the children said their favourite 



part was the boats exhibit. I personally liked the motorbikes. I am sure they 
have told you all about it. 
 

 
 
Academically Ildiko  is moving ahead with the Jolly Phonics programme. 
We have now entered the units using double letter sounds like “oa” and “ai”. 
We do still however have to get through some of the tougher sounds and 
letters as well- like “x” and “v” and the dreaded English “th”. All in good 
time and we will have lots of practice in class. 
 
We have many exciting projects in the works for the kids in the coming 
months that will demonstrate all the hard work they have done. Remember if 
you ever want to look at your child’s worksheets and their progress through 
the year just ask. Please though, do not remove the big binders from the 
classroom- we will happily give them to you at the end of the year. 
 
Another thing to remember is that now that we have reached the new year I 
am going to become a lot stricter with manners at the table and all those 
pleases and thank yous. We are shortly going to introduce the children’s job 
board as well to give the children a greater sense of responsibility. 
 
I ask as well as part of our classes’ “Reduce Reuse and Recycle 
programme” that if you have any news papers, paper bags, yogurt 
containers, toilet paper rolls etc. please do not throw them away- or recycle 
them just yet- bring them in. We can always use household disposables as 



material for projects. If you have any brilliant ideas for their use as well feel 
free to talk to me. 
 
And lastly, due to the snow outside that seems to be staying this time, we 
need the kids to always have snow-suits or pants, and of course scarves, 
waterproof boots, hats and gloves or mits (ones that fit please!). We want top 
avoid any unnecessary illnesses because we have a lot to do before the end 
of the year. 
 
Please consult the class bulletin bard and the school bulletin board for 
upcoming events in case I am too distracted by pouring tea and slicing 
weenies in the morning and forget to mention something! 
 
Come on February! We are ready for you. 
 
Cheers, 
 
Kevin (Co-Executive Woodchuck) 
January 26th, 2010 


