OXFORD OWLS NOVEMBER 2009 NEWSLETTER

Week 1 — Autumn Week

We start this month with our next book “Go Away piby”. This is about how our loveable dog goes lope
one to his family members in the hope of playingad game. Sadly, one by one they all tell hinggoaway
because they are busy. As Floppy goes away, geséid and unloved, the family finish their thingsl aealise
that Floppy is not there. Of course they all bath back at the end to play with them. Our worletHer this
was to find missing ‘ing’ words. What were alltbe family members doing? We introduced drawing,
skipping and painting. This led us on to Tuesdagm® we then put sentences together, using speads.m
“Go away Floppy, | am drawing”, etc. Practicinghtances like this allowed our Owls to; start witbagoital
letter, use a capital letter for any names, useogpiate speech marks, and then to end with astap. On
Wednesday we looked at other ‘ing’ words, limitlesssibilities, and practiced making whole sentsmvegh
flash cards. We finished our morning work with &imgo game which the whole class loved. Pickiog o
and reading frequent word cards and then croskem Off, if you have them, on the 9 word boardsday
we had 4 boy winners! We also had a chance thasreifon to choose some lovely leaves from the garaied
rub them, under paper, with crayon. These turngdvell and we cut them out, in a variety of autumn
colours, to add to the autumn wall scene which Blistpreparing. On Thursday we then sequenced the
events of our story with 6 given sentence exampleshave re-read the book each day, with the Owls
individually reading a page each. On Friday we/g@dha game, in pairs. Each pair was an owneraaialy.
The owners had to give their pets verbal instrunstioe, fetch, heel, go away, come back, sit eid the dog
had to obey. This was a fun drama task. The iglghof this week was Mia’s birthday party from gm.

The theme was “High School Musical”.

Our dance instructor, Janine, came in to lead &my jgames and fun. First of all the girls hadtess up in
sparkly dance outfits, and the boys of course weréWildcats”. We had a 2-group written competitiof
guestions about the film, an adult helped out egohp with this one and we then had a 2-group gaheer
the head or under the legs we passed basketbdllm@mphones. The film music flowed throughouthithe
girls often breaking into song and we got sometgredures of the whole party. We had extra longking
straws, we played Pass the Parcel with prizesmdyppencils and stickers and Mia was our Pass dneeP
winner. She won a microphone on pom-poms; a peaféddition to her outfit. We all also played a gam
blindfolded, where the Owls had to stick a ‘kisg’the pictures of Troy and Gabriella. The tensimunted
when it was time for the cake. A fabulous choel&tigh School Musical” treat with flaming candles.



With confetti and balloons everywhere the guestally handed out some Wonerful gifts for Mia tkda
home. A perfect day and everyone went home hapgyieed. Happy Birthday to you Mia from all oflus

Week 2: Forest Animals

This week we start with our next book “Reds andeBlu This was a story about how our characteng pla
game of football. Of course the football strips@vblue or red, to help us identify which teamspitagers
were on. We had a funny ending again though ds teamns’ members became so dirty by the end of the
game that it by then was impossible to identifynthé/Ne wrote out the word ‘mud’ and looked at theiag
two letters which made it “muddy”. Our first woteet was to match the pictures of the players apd s
whether they were in the red or blue team. On dasve talked about ‘who’ being a question and when
sentences start with who, we end the sentenceawgtiestion mark. We then looked at the phonenmg%siés,
and ‘ew’. We then made a chart of words usingedHheters, few, glue, true etc and tried to reachasy as
we could in each group. Hearing the similar souwfdsl of these differently spelt words was also a
important task. Our next worksheet was to iderddynmon things, ie, a post (letter) box, a fireiragthe sea
etc and write out whether they are commonly redlee. Two empty boxes at the end allowed the Qs
draw anything else they could think of that wengidglly these colours. On Wednesday, a strangeldayto
an unforeseen power cut we managed to completeudofas red/blue art project. With symmetry in mime
folded paper in half and drew the outline of a fa@éith dark eyes and a mouth we then painted affeoh
the face red, the other blue. For a contrastekignsaand, the red half face had a painted blue backgl and
the blue half face had a red painted backgrourttes@& turned out superbly, a little surreal, andevpeoudly
mounted on the wall. Most classes joined togetm@ughout the day and this made our unexpectdg par
quite fun. Andrea came down and offered a largeigisinging and music class in preparation for
Thanksgiving later this month. Late afternoon \g®mananaged to do an easy worksheet of maths where
Owls had to count the scarves or hats and putdireat numbers in the boxes. Only a few managiscetisy
sheet without mistakes and some Owls are stilingihumbers back to front. We will continue wiimgle
maths tasks purely in the hope to correct this. TBursday, with only 9 Owls present, we had thaglee of
hosting Levi's VIK Day. After introducing us toshfamily in his board pictures we then had a chaodeok
at some of his favourite things he had broughoisitow us from home. Several books were brought ou
stories for boys, Dr Seuss, 101 Dalmatians, a ookd, a red racing car, his favourite 2 dog frerahd a
cool magician’s wand. Our questioning session thek place and his answers were as follows:-

Nickie: What do you want to be when you grow up?

Levi: I want to build and design cars.

Rachel: What is your Dad’s job?

Levi: My Dad works in a bank with money.

Zalan: What's your favourite game?

Levi: Card games, like snap, but turned out to bEOUvhich he had brought in too.

Yuto: What's your favourite sport?

Levi: Watching tennis on TV.

Venusz: What's your favourite dog?



Levi: Kicsi vau, (this is his toy dog!) He likelse small dogs best.
BB: What'’s your favourite food?

Levi: Pasta carbonara (with curly pasta).

Greta: Did you paint the pumpkin on your VIK Bogrldotograph?
Levi: Yes | painted it green.

Krisztian: What's your favourite castle?

Levi: I don’t know!

Yamato: What's your favourite drink?

Levi: Lemon Ice Tea

Mia: What's your favourite colour?

Levi: Dark green.

Being then awarded 6 stickers, (for his age isdaqguarter) we then all looked at the toys wiwnistset up
the tables for a mid-morning treat. This was a @onade turo/cheese cake with fruit syrup. YumlIsTh

quickly disappeared! Well done Levi and thank yaubringing in your things to show

So Friday arrived, and throughout this week we lraade a nice window display with bark and trees and
leaves and forest animals using many differentrest Autumn is for sure upon us now. Today VBT
Day so our thinking hats are needed....... Our Owlsdadrout in brown clothing, a very Autumn scene
indeed. At Circle Time we all looked at a wondégnimal book that Venusz brought in and looked at
animals that are typically brown in colour. Asiemtreat for all, Mia brought in a box of Toffeefehe light
and dark chocolate half toffee circles perfect &sdorown day. Our project this afternoon waptepare tree
trunks/bark, (using brown paint of course), whidh later be turned into Autumn trees.

Week 3 - Monday 16— Friday 28" November 2009 — Occupations

Monday arrived with a surprise in store. As ouwartte this week is “occupations/community workers”
Superkids’ children were invited to check out d erabulance (in the car park), talk to the drived &is
assistant, look at the medicine boxes and firstratfuments vital to those in need in Budapest.

We checked out the moving bed, an air mattrestatilize patients with potential bone beakagesietdathe
blood pressure machine and stethoscope, and fisatllyp front and pressed the very loud horn aeds|



making the blue lights flash on top! This was saawool hands-on project and we were told about#&/p
things that are administered daily to sick peopdamato was keen to be harnessed into the air@sattr
Venusz liked the moving bed, Alexa had her headidged, and Luca had his blood pressure measured!

an ambulance car before. Before this treat wedited our next book, “Big Feet’. This was a stalpput
how Chip comes out of his house one morning to diaaht footprints in the snow on the ground. Og®be
he calls for Biff, Kipper and his Mum to come outlasay what they thought had caused these langes pri
One was left to wonder and imagine whether theyldesh made by a giant or a monster, or even aalimos
The story has a funny ending as they discoverdtie®en Dad who had made special snow shoes, fixeid t
own shoes. Our worksheet followed where the Owtsto remember who had thought what, and match up
the pictures. Our second worksheet for today wasrisheet with pictures of a polar bear, a moase,
elephant and a kitten. Alongside each pictureélims had to write whether these animals had bigtte
feet. They then had to independently think of tware animals, one with small and one with big fdataw
them and label them. A discussion of occupation& place in the afternoon at project time and e
thought of what they would like to be when theygrewn up and draw themselves in that environm@&hese
pictures were displayed the following week. Tugsalaived and we talked about adjectives! Whatdsor
could we think of that could describe a monstei, Bairy, scary, green, spotty etc. Our coloutigk for
this morning was a picture of a monster, eatinggaher! Horrifying. The Owls thought this picwras
particularly funny and as they coloured we talkbdwt what they would actually would do if a monster
come into the classroom and tried to eat Nicki@dlan, Ricsi and Greta were funny as they saig the

We prepared a very pretty board with some fabufamsly pictures and a ladybird as decoration. e us
about her summer holidays to America, Disneylawrd deautiful face painting, her feeding a baby lkeg,
swimming with dolphins and the names of her famrmbmbers. Zoe had a large bag of goodies to shpw us
her most favourite of all being her soft bear @hlMango. One could see that Mango was well lovéf saw
her Barbie DVD of the 3 Musketeers, her pony houst, 11 ponies, all in different colours and witfiferent
names. A CD of the Hannah Montana movie soundtrabich we played throughout the day, her Hellayit
light up pen, and two cool books: Dr Seuss’s ‘h fig fish, blue fish’ and a large ‘Bedtime StoriesGirls’
annual. The girl Owls were particularly keen teck out all these things, but before they did sasled our
guestions, to find out a little more about littleeZ-



Alexa asked what was her favourite movie.

Zoe: Barbie and the 3 Musketeers.

Ricsi: What's your favourite food?

Zoe: Cheesy pasta (that mum makes!)

Venusz asked what her favourite toy is?

Zoe: Mango.

Yuto asked what is your favourite colour?

Zoe: Purple.

Levi asked what is her favourite book/story?

Zoe: Sleeping Beauty.

Greta asked who she got her pony house from?
Zoe: A friend.

Yamato asked who her favourite friend at Superlg@s
Zoe: Himeko

Tina asked where her favourite place is?

Zoe: Miami.

Zalan asked what her favourite game is?

Zoe: Hide and Seek.

Himeko asked how old are you?

Zoe: 6

Rachel asked: Do you help your Mum out at home?
Zoe: Yes, she helps her do the cooking and helgisather kitchen chores
Nickie asked what her favourite sport is?

Zoe: Ballet, dancing and Tap!

The finale to this morning was a huge tray of hanagle chocolate chip cookies (thank you Mum!) which
were absolutely delicious and didn't take long igagpear! Well done Zoe!
A re-cap of numbers, written out as words follovirethe afternoon. Wednesday arrived and we comglat
worksheet to revise the words, “is”, and “it". ‘itsa monster?”, “No, it is not”. Etc. Our thentestweek has
been professions and the Owls have discussedalla@s for what they would like to be when they gnapy
they have drawn pictures of these plans and agirtmeactually make props relative to their futaegeers.
We had some great science experiments, microplasremicroscopes to take home at the end of thikwee
We practiced sentences of “Come and look at tiigh alternate missing words which the Owls hadlltan
and we finished this week’s story with a rhymingrdgheet. The Owls had to find and cut out words th
rhymed with “pan” and “book”. But before we gottteat we all sat down for a great snack of coo&es
homemade banana cheesecake that Yuto broughtfiisfbirthday!!! Friday 26 November was a little party
Yuto and thank youriiu

Week Four — Thanksqgiving

This final week introduced our next book “Kippebsary”. This was more of an informative text takeom a
summer diary written by Kipper. From Monday today we looked at what the weather had been like on
each of these days and what Kipper's plans had foeerach of those days. From staying at homénigesd
going to the park or pool or to the shops gave dstailed account of his week. This led us inbagacareful



look at the “days of the week” which should by nexiek be instantly recognizable. We practicedimgit
these words out, noticing the capital letters aechad a large review of all types of weather. Riegathe
sequence of events and matching pictures to theppate sentences ensued and we have had a ragsw
of sentence construction. We tackled again writingthe alphabet “perfectly” with all letters nigatritten
on the lines. This particular task will be repeaagain and again until our Owls all do write it perfectly
and as to date, all of the children have made eoasmrogress. Don'’t forget to check out your childork
each week and keep it at home so that you allrodeed evaluate your own child’s progress. For our
Thanksgiving theme we asked the children to rehllyk about the things that they were all gratédual This
was to include their families, warm homes, parémas care for and love them unconditionally, food alrink,
schools, teachers, cars, heating, sunny days, rdaysyetc. We threw around ideas each day to mhake
real weekly topic, encouraging them to “see’ beythradthings that were only initially obvious to the A
collage of ideas from magazines also prompted toetinink about the extent of the things that peshae
often take for granted. Thursday arrived with eagerly awaited Thanksgiving lunch. A party fdrtaé
school started at 11am with Andrea leading thedbem’ in the Witty Woodchucks classroom. They dahc
sang, clapped, heel-toed, dosey-doed and dresse@tud .45 lunch was served! A huge feast was dait in
the Oxford Owls classroom of turkey, mash and cadkitlthe teachers helped out and the ShootingsStame
with pilgrim and red indian hats on! Afterwards went out for a big run around in the sun. Someusf
Oxford Owils kids brought in cookies and chocoldteshare later at snack time. Thank you mums!!!

oy~

A fun day was had by all and I'm sure our Owls ekt well this long weekend.



